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national government/Randolph concluded, would "answer the
purpose; and he begged it to be considered that the present is
the last moment for establishing it. After this select experiment,
the people will yield to despair."
On the first day of the discussion the supporters of the New
Jersey plan made it clear that they laid more stress on revising
and altering the Articles, as such, than on discovering measures
which would make the general government adequate to the
higher purposes stated in the delegates* instructions. The sup-
porters of the Virginia plan thought less about the methods
suggested than about the final aim of the Convention, which was
the preservation of the union. The supporters of the New Jersey
plan, strict in their interpretation of the instructions, found argu-
ments in the sovereign rights of the separate states. The sup-
porters of the Virginia plan, creative in their interpretation, found
arguments in the rights of all the American people to a general
government which could furnish them the peace, liberty, and
security they had not found under the Confederation. The New
Jersey plan was in the interests of the separate states. The
Virginia plan was in the interests of the united people.
On Monday the 18th Alexander Hamilton for the first time
spoke at length, for five or six hours. Pierce thought Hamilton,
because of his quiet voice, "rather a convincing Speaker, than
a blazing Orator. . . . He enquires into every part of his subject
with the searchings of phylosophy, and when he comes forward
he comes highly charged with interesting matter, there is no
skimming over the surface of a subject with him, he must sink
to the bottom to see what foundation it rests on.™ His language
is not always equal, sometimes didactic like Bolingbroke's at
others light and tripping like Stern[e]'s. ... He is ... of small
stature, and lean. His manners are tinctured with stiffness, and
sometimes with a degree of vanity that is highly disagreeable."
Hamilton had heretofore been silent, he explained, partly be-
cause of his youth, partly because of his respect for delegates of
more ability and experience with whom he could not agree, and
partly because he was not in accord with his colleagues in the
New York delegation. But the crisis was now too serious for him
to shirk the "duty imposed on every man to contribute his efforts
to the public safety & happiness. He was obliged therefore to
declare himself unfriendly" to both the Virginia and the New

